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Example: Using the Ayrshire & Arran FWS to write a CSGN Contribution 

Supporting Statement 
 

In this example, the applicant wants to plant a mixed wood shelterbelt (4.47ha) in 
an area ‘preferred’ for woodland expansion within the Lowland Basin of Ayrshire. 

There are no major constraints and the soil is Class 4.2. The site and the 
application meets the criteria for the Small Farm Woodland Option and is in the 

CSGN Contribution Core area. 
 

To apply for the CSGN Contribution, the applicant needs to explain how this 
woodland will support Mixed Woodland expansion; address key issues or themes 

and/or provide additional benefit as outlined in the Ayrshire & Arran Forestry & 
Woodland Strategy. The most relevant parts are:   

 
The ‘Lowland Basin’ section of Chapter 8: Spatial Guidance provides the key 

information to refer to when considering what types and size of woodland would 

be appropriate at this site. It also highlights local issues and sensitivities which 
new woodland could either address or affect.  

 
Lowland Basin map 

 
 
 

 

Lowland Basin text from Ayrshire and Arran FWS 
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Chapter 3: Future Forests  

This chapter provides a strategic overview of the potential for mixed woodland 
expansion in Ayrshire. The accompanying map (page 29) is largely indicative and 

doesn’t provide detailed spatial guidance but the applicant may be able to locate 
the application within one of the Opportunity Classes (i.e. Mixed Woodland). The 

‘Potential for Expansion’ text box on page 30 of the FWS also identifies strategic 
issues and sensitivities which could relate to the application. 
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Chapter 3: Future Forests 
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Chapter 3 Future Forests 

 
 

 
The proposed planting could also help to deliver some of the wider social, 

environmental and economic priorities set out in the Strategy. It will also deliver 
some of the benefits noted in the section on Rural diversification in Chapter 5: 

Economic Development page 43-54 
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Chapter 5: Economic Development 
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The applicant should draw from all of these chapters, and include chapter 

headings, when completing the relevant section of the CSGN Contribution 
Supporting Statement e.g.: 
 

 

Supporting the Forestry & Woodland Strategy (FWS) 

 

Forestry & Woodland Strategy Ayrshire & Arran FWS 2014 

 

FWS Classification 

 

Preferred 

Landscape Zone  Lowland Basin 

 
 

Refer to the Forestry & Woodland Strategy’s landscape zone guidance or 

the woodland type mapping which identifies opportunities for new 
woodland at your proposed location. Give details of the local priorities, 

aims or objectives for the type of woodland expansion which your planting 
will help to deliver.  

 
If there are any local sensitivities which may be affected by your 

application or if it has the potential to deliver any other benefits or 
objectives (e.g. provide recreation or access; carbon sequestration) 

please give details. 
 

Please title each paragraph or statement with the appropriate chapter 
headings or reference codes to allow us to cross-reference. 
 

Spatial Guidance: Lowland Basin 

This is an application for a small farm shelterbelt woodland in the Lowland Basin 
where potential expansion of this type has been identified by the FWS. It is at a 

scale which is in keeping with the FWS and will not affect prime quality agricultural 
land. This shelterbelt will make a contribution to the farm’s resilience to climate 

change and help with meet cross-compliance objectives. 
 

Future Forests: Mixed Woodland 
The shelterbelt will complement the neighbouring field boundary pattern and 

according to the Opportunities for New Mixed Woodland mapping, is within a 
‘Wider Range of Opportunities’ area. 

 
Rural Diversification 

ED22: The new planting will help to diversify the farm income by providing a wood 

fuel resource and will deliver a range of environmental benefits by improving 
shelter for stock and absorbing carbon from the atmosphere.  

 
 

 


